Ferdinand, who lived night and day with the thought .of
assassination, wanted to engrave in the brain of young Boris the
fact that the King and the heir to the throne were jointly and
separately liable to assassination.

% That is the kind of present, on your fourteenth birthday, that
you do not easily forget. Boris's next dominant memory is of
the moment, ten years later, when, amid the crash of falling
empires and kingdoms, Crown Prince Boris, twenty-four years
old, accompanied the abdicated Czar Ferdinand of the Bulgars to
the frontier, and returned, a lonely man, to rule over Bulgaria.

Now another twenty years have passed, with Boris fighting
coolly, like an accomplished swordsman, against abdication
and assassination. For the present he seems to have fought
both his enemies to a standstill. With his background, he
knows these two desperadoes find their greatest opportunities in
war. Boris's prevailing pre-occupation, as he looks out on the
European line-up from distant Sofia, is to keep Bulgaria out of
a new war, or if she must come in, this time to make sure that
she comes in on the right side.

The right side.5 That is what all the monarchs and politicians
in the small states, since the Abyssinian fiasco, are trying to
foresee. What will the final line-up be, when the next war
starts? Will it be Germany and Italy, with their satellites
Hungary and Austria, against France and England and
Russia? What will America do? What will our small-state
neighbours do? Can we keep on good terms with all parties
until we see how things are going, and then come in, at a price,
on the winning side? Can we ^eep out and grow fat on
neutrality?

The World War would probably have been over quickly if
Bulgaria could have been brought in quickly on the side of the
Allies. But British and French diplomacy persistently neglect
the Balkans. They do not realize that countries which are
small and poor and far away, and which do not buy their goods
in large quantities, may be strategically vital. The same
mistake is being made to-day. Germany and Italy send their
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